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I wish...

Two words with so much hope, so much power, so many possibilities.

Pratham Books asked children across the country to tell us their wishes. Answers poured in, in many
languages and many voices. Some of India’s beloved illustrators turned their wishes into this beautiful
book.

In their introduction, economist and Nobel-prize winner Esther Duflo, and Rukmini Banerji, CEO of

Pratham Education Foundation, remind us how books can change lives. And just like hope, that
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diadf gaerrdsWhen the Nobel museum asked me for an object to symbolize my work, I |
could not think of anything more appropriate than a Pratham Books’ book. And it is 2
telling I had a few in my house for my own children! W d\

and confidence. And with million children taking a step at a time, we are bound to go a long, long way. iy g
Esther Duflo

Abdul Latif Jameel Professor of Poverty Alleviation and Development Economics,

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, co-director, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty
Action Lab
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B We all dream.

® We dream with words. We dream with pictures.

When words and pictures come together with dreams, they become beautiful stories.

I wish every child in the world can have a book like this to hold in their hands and in their hearts. And when they
close their eyes, they can see many many more books like these come alive and change lives.

Rukmini Banerji

CEO, Pratham Education Foundation
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I wish women the freedom to go anywhere in the world.
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I wish to be as free as my brother.
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I wish for the development of the world

(or universe) to be in the hands of small kids.
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I wish for more time to be with
myself.
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STAeT Aaq gry fRFron Sunny, Sahib Kids Care School, Haryana
(The Community Library Project)
Illustration by Javesh Sivan 1722
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I wish to listen to my heart

and make my own
identity. No one should
stop me from learning.
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I wish for everyone the freedom to sing. There
should be no war, just peace within.
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I wish for the freedom to dance.
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I wish for the freedom to breathe well.
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Thank you

A big thank you to the children who took time to answer our questions. We wish we could have all of your
wishes in this book.

Thank you to all the teachers who connected us to their students: Sabbah Haji of Haji Public School, Timira
Gupta and Harshikaa Udasi of Akshara High School, Betsy McCoy of Communities Rising, Mridula Koshy
of The Community Library Project, Rajeshree Shihag of The Fabindia School, Swati Roy and M. Venkatesh
of Bookaroo, Anoop Kumar and Nilesh Kumar of Nalanda Academy, Shravan of i-Saksham, Puja Bhalla of
Kaleidoscope Learning Centre, and Heather McCurdy.

Thank you, Esther Duflo and Rukmini Banerji, for being a part of this book.
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This is a Level 3 book for children who are ready to read on their own.
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TRA 3 TN IR 37T dgR JfASeh arer ¥ 3R &b | What do children dream
of? What do they wish for? What are the freedoms that are most precious to
them? In this book, sixteen children from all over the country share what
they wish they had the freedom to do. These wishes, ranging from whimsical
to poignant, from blunt to deceptively simple, are full of hope and the
promise of a better future. ISBN:978-93-340-9773-3

Pratham Books goes digital to weave a whole new chapter in the realm of multilingual children's stories. Knitting together children, authors, illustrators and
publishers. Folding in teachers, and translators. To create a rich fabric of openly licensed multilingual stories for the children of India and the world. Our
unique online platform, StoryWeaver, is a playground where children, parents, teachers and librarians can get creative. Come, start weaving today, and help us

get a book in every child's hand!



